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back to basics



balance



proximity



alignment
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typography



color



are you sweating?



you’re not alone;  
we’re in this together.



tricks for success



trick #1



hire a 
graphic 
designer

YOU THINK I’M KIDDING, 
DON’T YOU?

I’M NOT.



facing a massive project? death by a 
thousand papercuts? there are pros 

who can help.

— graphic design intern 
— freelancer* 
— agency 
— full-time team member

*see: upwork, 99designs, logotournament.com 



trick #2



pay attention

inspiration is everywhere



authenticity is earned

— constant content gathering 
— action shots 
— no room left empty 
— play



seriously: play



trick #3



be resourceful
 University Communications 
provides every communicator 
across campus resources for 
success. if you’ve never seen 
this page, do yourself a favor: 
ugly-run to your nearest device 
and bookmark: 

 brand.msu.edu



 From Brand Rationale to fonts 
to templates, this page is an 
indispensable trove of 
resources. ignore at your peril. 

brand.msu.edu



there’s more 
to green & 
white . . .

. . . than 
merely green 

& white



trick #4



less is [always] more



trick #5



refer to #4, then revise . . . 
mercilessly

Before Revision After Revision



a suite of tools



spark

spark video





thank you




