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SXSW 2014

•224 pages of handwritten notes 

•Really great presentations! 

• I don’t remember any of the content.  

• I do remember the hand cramps from writing.
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Why Sketchnoting?
• Put things into your own words and 

way of communicating 

• Focus on distilling the big ideas,  
not capturing words verbatim 

• Activates both sides of the brain - 
better retention of information 

• Reduces distractions during 
presentations and improves listening
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Five Basic Elements

You can draw anything by combining 
circles, squares, triangles, lines and dots.



Lettering Style Tips
1. Write bigger or  

with a thicker pen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Bubble letters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Write letters twice, 
then fill in between. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tools & Resources
• Something to write on 

Blank paper, scrap paper, fancy notebook, iPad - whatever! 

• Something to write with 
Pen, pencil, iPad Pencil…  
Try to find something that won’t bleed through or smear. 

• BONUS: Different colored things to write with 
Colored pencils, pens, markers.  

• DIGITAL: iPad/tablet, a camera phone or a scanner 
Take notes digitally, or scan/photograph them after the fact. 
You can clean them up in a photo editing app. 

• Learn more: The Sketchnote Handbook by Mike Rohde



Things I’ve Learned
• Don’t be too particular about where you take your notes. 

• Start by adding the event/session name. 

• Note the presenter names/handles so you can refer back to them. 

• Keep your color palette simple, but having accent color can be nice.  

• Color should make things more clear, not more confusing. 

• Develop your own system of symbols and icons.



Things I’ve Learned

• If you’re sharing on social media, be sure to write your handle on 
the page for attribution.  

• Tag presenters, and use the conference hashtag!  

• It’s okay to change your style and methods over time! 

• Apps: Procreate, Linea Sketch, Paper by WeTransfer, Adobe 
Illustrator Draw (CC), Adobe Fresco (CC)



Questions?




